Nurse Practitioner
Job Description:

Nurse practitioners are advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs) with a specialized
graduate education. They can specialize in a number of fields, including: acute care, adult health, women's
health, family health, school health, community health, oncology, gerontology, psychiatry, geriatrics,
pediatrics, palliative care, or mental health.
Nurse practitioners focus on delivering primary and specialty patient-centered care and typically perform the
following advanced nursing duties, among others:
• Diagnose and treat patients' health problems or refer to a
specialist, as needed
• Perform physical exams, diagnostic tests (such as lab work or
x-rays) and other medical or minor surgical procedures
• Prescribe medications
• Create or assist with patient care plans. This may involve
consulting with doctors or other practitioners or supervising
care delivered by registered nurses or licensed practical
nurses.
• Provide education and counseling to patients and caregivers
• Observe and record patients' medical histories and symptoms

Work Environment: Nurse practitioners can work independently or in collaboration with other health care
and social service providers. They can practice in a variety of settings, depending on their area of expertise
— hospitals, private practices, community health centers, public health departments and schools are all
examples of places nurse practitioners work. Some even travel nationally an internationally as traveling NPs!

Pay: An NP's salary depends on his or her level of education, licensure, and specialty. Salaries also vary
greatly depending on location. In the North Country, NPs earned a median annual salary of $100,820 in 2018
(entry level positions paid $74,150, and experienced workers earned $114,410).

As of May 2017, New York
employed the second highest
number of NPs in the country,
boasting 13,450 practitioners.

Health Career

Nurse PractitiONER

How to Prepare: Begin in high school by taking biology, chemistry, math
and lab-based science classes. Take advantage of the Fort Drum Regional
Health Planning Organizations’s job shadow and MASH Camp programs,
which will give you a first-hand look at what a career in health care is like.
For more information, visit www.fdrhpo.org/health-workforce/.

Education: NPs can expect to devote between 6-8 years toward their
higher education. They must earn at least a master's degree in nursing while
specializing in one or more areas of care. Coursework will include anatomy,
physiology, and pharmacology, as well as coursework specific to a chosen specialty. All require supervised clinical
practicum. NPs may also choose to earn a Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) or a Ph.D.
Most NP programs prefer candidates who have a bachelor's degree in nursing. However, some schools offer
bridge programs for RNs with an associate degree or diploma in nursing or a related health science field. These
programs prepare the student for the RN licensure exam in addition to the NP curriculum.
The map below shows schools with advanced nursing programs. To learn more about opportunities in New York
State, visit www.registerednursing.org/state/new-york/.

1. Lemoyne College
2. SUNY Upstate Medical University
*2a. Through SUNY Upstate...you can obtain
your Family or Family Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse
Practitioner Degree at Jefferson Community College!

3. SUNY Binghampton
4. Nazareth College
5. Keuka College
6. Roberts Wesleyan College
7. St. John Fisher College
8. University of Rochester
9. SUNY Brockport
10. Albany Medical College
11. Excelsior College
12. The Sage Colleges
13. SUNY Institute of TEchnology
14. Daemen College
15. D'youville College
16. SUNY Buffalo

Questions?
			

Contact The Fort Drum REgional Health Planning Organization at workforce@fdrhpo.org.
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